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which 1 Combat Irreligion 
they may be taken down as lawfu 
David, when they are to be employ 
the Enemies of Fiety. 1 intend nor by this to intitle 
errours; which, yer, I hope are only thoſe of Charity to Mankind ; 
ſuch as my own Chariry has caugd me to commir, that of 
may more eaſily excuſe. Being naturally inclin'd to Scepticiſim in 
loſophy, Ihave no reaſon to impoſe my Opinions, in a Subject which 
is above it : Put whatever they are, Ifubmit them with all reverence 
__ Church, accounting them no-farther mine, than oy 
are Authoriz'd, or at leaſt, uncondemr'd by. her. And, indeed, to 


ing this Paper b<fore it was Publiſf'd to a judicious and learned Friend, 

a Man indefatigably zealous m the ſervice of the Church and Seate :. 

and whoſe Writings, have highly deſerv'd of both. He was pleas'd to 

approve the body of the Diſcourſe, and I hope he ws more my'Friend, 

Chodton of Crnptitnet Towbaihiurgdante 
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The Preface. 
like it all; and amongſt ſome other faults recommenced to my 


ſecond view, what 1 have: too boldly on Et. 4. 
thandfiur : which he adviſed me to omit. I am ſenſible enongh 
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ay how many &yeral Texts of. Scri 
uſe; but.. neirher am 1- how how 

kinder, and more mollifed Interpretation. Every man 
Church Hiſtory, knows rber Belief was drawn up a long 
tion with Arrivs, concerging the Divioity of our vigur, 
his þ&ing one Subſtance wich ths. Father ; and that thus 6c 
bre abroad among the Cavitan Chuarhes, 16.4 kind of Iſt 
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Mr. Dryden, 


On his POEM, called 


RELIGIO LATCLI 


G7 is the task, and worthy ſuch a Mare, 
To doe Faith right, yet Reaſon diſabuſe. 

How chearfully the Soul does take its flight, 
On Faith's flrong wings guided by Reaſox's light ? 


if 
Shewing to th' place, ohence 
If Peres Heirs muſt ſrill far 


Form'd by the great wiſe Architeft in vain, 
Of Diſproportion juſtly we accuſe, | 
If the ftreight-gate flill entrance miſt refuſe. 
The onely free enriching Port God made 
What ſbamefull Monopoly did invade ? C 
One Fadvtious Company ingroſs'd the Trade. 

(Cc) T how 


- 


Thou to the diflant Shore haſt of i 'd, 

IWhere the beſt Pilots have ſo often fail'd 

Freely we now may buy the Pearl of price, ; 
ce 


The happy Land abounds with fragrant Spi 


And nothing is forbidden there tut Vice, 
Thou beſt Ob bus 19 the n World !/ | 
Mountains of Doubt that in i way were hurld, 


Thy generous Faith has bd Overcome, 
And made teaven truly our ow families home. 
Let Crowds impoſſibilities receive, 

Who cannot think , ought not to disbelieve. : 
X*: 'em\pay 7, ithes, bud-enpk'd ko Yo Heaven, 
fure the Quaker cox'd not be forgtven, 

Had not the C 5 = who hates Lay-policy 


Found out, to countervail the Injury, 
Swearing, 4 trade © of which they are not free. 
Too long has captiv/d Reaſon been enſlav'd, 
By Viſions ſcar d, and airy Phantaſms brav'd, 
Liftning t each proud Enthuftaftick Fool, 
Pretending Conſcience, but deſigning Rue ; 
Whilſt Law, Form, Intereſt, Jenoraice, Deſign, 
Did in the holy Cheat- together joyn. 

Like vain ers gizing on the Shyes, 


We fell, and did not dare to truſt our Eyes. 
'Tis time at laſt to fix the trembling Soul, 
And by thy Compaſs to point out the Pole ; 

All men agree in what is to be done, _ 

And each Man's Heart his Table js of Stone, 


IWhere 


Where he the God-writ Charafter wiew : 
Were it as needfull,, Faith had been ſo too. 

0h, that our greateſt fault were humble Doubt ! 
And that we were more Juſt, though leſs Devout ; © 
What reverence ſhou'd we pay thy ſacred Rhimes, 
Who in theſe Faftious too-believing Times 

Haft taught us to obey, and to diſtruft ; 

Tet to our ſelves, our King, and God, prove juft. 
Thou wantft not Praiſe from an enſuring Friend, 
The Poor to Thee on double Intereſt lend. 

So ſtrong thy Reaſons, and ſo clear thy Senſe, 
They bring, like Day, their own bright Evidence : 
Tet whilſt myſterious Truths to light you bring, 


And heavenly things in heavenly numbers ſing, 
The joyfull Tounger Choir may clap the Wing. 


To Mr. DART DEN, 
Religio Laici. 


Is nobly done, a Layman's Creed profeſt, 

When all our Faith of late hung on a Prieſt; 
His doubtfull words like Oracles cothenr 
And when we could not underſfland, believ'd. 
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4 Triumphant Faith now rakes a nobler courſe, 
os - Tis gentle, but reſiſts heruding force : F AL 908 
i [ | Weak Reaſon ay nevrdes awful fo ay, * A 
| And Conſiſtories tharge her t» obey, © IS. ADS be 
( Strange Nonſenſe to confine the ſacred Dove, 


| And narrow Rules preſcribe how ſhe ſhall love, 
And how upon the barten Waters meve.') © 
Bat ſbe rejefts and ſeorns their proutt Pretence, | © 
And whilſt thoſe groveling things depend on Senſe ; 
She mounts 0n certain wt d flys on high, 


, le's E Ye. | 
of Verſe, that doſt inflruA and pleaſe, 


foften'd the rude $ : 
ently freeſt us from a double Xo 
Fold Socinian, and the Þ al Chair : 


The 
Thy Judgment is torreft, thy Fancy 
Thy Numbers, as 


. 


bl 


thy generous faith, are ſong: 


rm 


ilt throug#.dark Prijudize they Farce. way, 
Our Souls off the Night and view the Day. 
We live ſecure from mail Enbuſiads Rage, 


And fond Tradition now grown blind with Ape. 
Let faflious and ambitious Souls repine, ® ; 


Thy Reaſon's flrong, and generous thy Deſign, 
. Andallways to doe well is onely thine. 


Tho. Creech, 


Religio Laici. 


1 M, as the borrow'd beams of Moon and Stars 
To lonely, weary, wandring T ravdlers, 
Is Reaſon to the Sox/: And as on high, 
Thoſe rowling Fires diſcover but the Sky 
Not light us here ; So Reaſox's glimmering Ray 
Was lent, not to afure our dowbrfull way, 
But gaide us upward toa. better Day. 
And as thoſe nightly Tapers diſappear 
When Day's bright Lord afcends our Hemiſphere ; 
So pale grows Reaſon at Religions ſight ; 
So dyes, and ſo diſſolves in Supernatural Light. 
B SOIme 


2 Rehgio Laici. 
Some few, whoſe Lamp ſhone brighter, have been led 
From Caufe to Cantc, to Natrres ſecret head ; 

And found that one firft principle muſt be: 

But what, or who, that UNIVERSAL HE; 


$5,528 
| Whetherſorge ou! $compyngbþ Bylf | 


Unmade, unmov'd ; yet making, moving Al; 


Or various Atom's, interfering Dance 
Leapt into Form, (the Noble work of Chance ) 
Or this great A# was from Eternity; 


Not ev'n the Stagiite hionfelf could fee ; 
And EpicurusGueſs'd as well as He: | 
As blindly grop'd they for a future State , 
ao o, As ra{bly Judg'd of Providence and Fate : 
fl had, "5" Bur (caſt of all could their Endeayours find 
i Suns What moſt concern'd the good of Humane king : 
For Happineſs was never to be found; 


But vaniſh'd tram en, like Enchanecd ground... 


One 


Raligio Laivi 
One thought Content the Good to be enjoy'd : 
This, every little Accident deſtroy'd : 

The wiſer Madmer did for Vertxe toy]: 

A Thorny, or at beſt a barren Soll: 

In Pleaſure ſore their glutton Souls would ſtcep ; 
But found their Line too ſhore, the Well too deep $ 
And leaky Veſſels which no Bliſs cou'd keep. 

Thus, anxious Thoughts un endleſs Circles roul, 
Without a Centre where to fix the Soul : - 

In this wilde Maze their yain Endeavours end. 
How can the /eſs the Greater comprehend : 

Or finite Reaſon reach Infinity ? 

For what cou'd Fathom G 0 Þ were more than He. 


The Deift thinks he ſtands on firmer ground; Sytenef 


Crics ivecza: the mighty Secrer's found : 
God 1s that Spring of Good ; Supreme, and Beſt ; 
We, made to ſerve, and in that Service bleft ; 


B 2 


4 Religio Laici. 
If ſo, ſome Rules of Worſhip mult be given, 
Diſtributed alike to all by Heaven : 

Elſe God were partial, and to ſome deny'd 
The Mcans his Juſtice ſhou'd for all provide. 
This general Worſhip 8 to PRAISE, and PRAT: 
One part to borrow Bleſſings, one to pay : 

And when frail Nature ſlides into Ofence, 

The Sacrifice for Crimes 1s Penitence. 

Yer, ſince th' Eftets of Providence, we find: 
Arc variouſly difpensd to Humane kind ;_ 

That Vice Triumphs, and Vertue ſuffers here, 

(A Brand that Sovercign Juſtice cannot bear ; ) 
Our Reaſon prompts us to a fatwre State : 

The /aft Appeal from Fortune, and from Fare : 
Where God's all-righteous ways will be declar'd ; 
The Bad meet Puniſhment, the Good, Reward. 


Religio Laici. 


Thus Man by his own ſtrength to Heaven wou'd of zone 
And wou'd'not be Oblig'd toGod for more. - (ſoar: 
Vain, wretched Creature, how art thou miſled 
Tothink thy Wit theſe God-like Notions bred ! 

Theſe Truths are notthe product of thy Mind, 
But dropt from Heaven, and of a Nobler kind. 
Reveal'd Religion fixft 1inform'd thy Sight, 

And Reaſon ſaw not, tilt Faith ſprung the Light. 
Hence all thy Natural Worſhip takes the Source : 
Tis Revelation what thou thinkſt Diſcourſe. 

Elſe, how com'ſt Thou to ſee theſe truths ſo clear, 
Which ſo obſcure to Heathens did appcar ? 

Not Plato theſe, nor Ariftorte found : 

Nor He whoſe Wiſcdom Oracles renown'd. $ierates, 
Haſt thou a Witſo deep, or ſo ſublime, 


Or canſtthou lower dive, or higher climb ? 


B 3 Canſt 
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6 Religio Laici. 
Canſt Thou, by Reaſon, more of God-head know 
Than, Plutarch, Seneca, or Cicero? 

Thoſe Gyant Wits, 'un happyer Ages born, 
(When Arms, and Arts did Greece and\Rome adorn ) 
Knew no ſuch Sy/teme : no ſuch Piles cou'd raiſe 

Of Natural Worſhip, buile on Pray 'r and Praiſe, 

To One ſole GOD. 

Nordid Remorſe, to Expiate Sin, preſcribe : 

But ſew their fellow Creatures for a Bribe : 

The guiltleſs Vifim groan'd for their Offence ; 

And Cruelty, and Blood was Penitence. 

If Sheep and Oxen cou'd Attone for Men 

Ah! at how cheap a rate the Rich might Sin ! 

And great Oppreſlours might Heavens Wrath beguile 


By offering his own Creatures for a Spoil ! 


Dar'ſt thou, poor Worm, offend Infinity ? 
And muſt the Terms of Peace be given by Thee ? 
Then 


Religi) Laick 7 
. ThenTbov art, Fuftice inthe Jaft, Appeal ;,,./. ... 
Thy eafie God inſtructs Thee.to rebel: | 

And, hke a King remote, and weak, mult take 
Whar Satisfaftion Thox art pleas'd to make. 


= 


But it there be a, Pow'r.to0 \Zuft, and f{rong , 
To wink at Crimes, and bear unpuulh'd Wrong ; 
Look humbly upwarg, ſce his Wall diſchoke -. 
The Forfeit firſt, and then the Fixe impoſe : 

A Muli thy Poverty cou'd never pay 

Had not Evernal Wijedom topnd the way - 

And with Carleſtial Wealth ſupply'd'thy Store : © _ 
His Juftice raakes the, Fine, his Mercy quis the Score, 
Sec God deſcending w/thy, Humane! Frame 3 » 1. 2; 
Th' offended, ſuft 'rmg un ;th' Vferders Name: 

All thy Miſdeeds to him imputed fee, 

And all. his Righteouſneſs devolv'd.on thee. 
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g Religio Lairi 
| For granting we have Sin'd, and that th' offence 
Of Man, is made againſt Omnipotence, 

Some Price, that bears proportion, muſt be paid ; 
And Infinite with Infinite be weigh'd. 

See then the Deift loft : Remorſe tor Vice, 

Net paid, or paid, mnadequate 1n price : 

Whar farther mcans can Reaſon now direct, 

Or what Relief from hamane Wit cxpect ? 

That ſhews us fick; and ſadly arc we ſurc 

Still to be Sick, till Heav'n reveal the Cure : 

Itthen Heaven's Will muſt nceds be underſtood, 
(Which muſt, if we want Care, and Heaven, be Good ) 
Let all Records of Will reveal'd be ſhown ; | 


With Scriptzre, all in equal ballance thrown, 
And our one Sacred Book will be That one. 


Proof needs not here, for whether we compare 
That Impious, Idle, Superſtitious Ware 
| Of 


Of Rites, Luftrations, Offerings, (which before, 
In various Ages, various Countries bore) 
With Chriftian Faith and Fertues, we ſhall find 
None anſw'ring the great cnds of humane kind 
But T his one Rule of Life : That ſhews us beſt 
How God may be appeas'd, and Mortals bleft. 
Whether from length of Time its worth we draw, 
The World is ſcarce more Ancient than the Law : 
Hcay'ns early Carc preſcrib'd for cycry Age; 
Firſt, in the Sol, and after, in the Page. 
Or, whether more abſtratedly we look, 
Or on the Writers, or the written Book, 
Whence,but from Heav'n,cou'd menunskilF'd in Arts, 
In ſeveral Ages born, in ſeveral parts, 
Weave ſuch agreeing Truths ? or how, or why 
Shou'd all conſpire to cheat us with a Lye ? 
Unask'd their Pains, ungratefull their Advice, 
Starving their Gain, and Martyrdom their Price. 

C It 
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| Regis 

x code (hf opcetion ie | 
ConcurrencHeathens proye-ahe Story Trxe 5. 
The Dottrine, Miracles, which mult convance, 
For Heav'u in Themappecals:to bumane Senſe ;._ 
And though thvy prove pat," they Confirm.the Cauſe, 
Whea whats Taught agrees with Natayes Laws. 


Then for the Style, Majeftick and Dinine, 
It ſpeaks no les.than God in every Line: 
Commanding words z whoſe Force js ſtill the ſame 
As the firſt Fiat that produc'd our Frame. 
All, Faighs beſide, , or. did by Arms aſcend ; 
Or Senſe indulg'd has made Mankind their Friend: 
» This onely Doctrine docs .qur Lx/ts oppoſe : 
Unfed by Natures Soil, ,in which it grows; 
Croſs to our-Interefts,'” curbing Senſe, and yin; 
Opprcſsd without, and undermun'd within, 
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\Religio Laits. 11 
It chrives through pain itzown Tormentours tires ; 
And with a ſtubborn patience ſtill aſpires. 
To what can Reaſon ſuch Effects aflign  «- i 
Tranfccnding Nature, but to Laws Divine 
Which in-thart Sacred Volume are contam'd ; 
Sufficiene, clear, and for chat uſe ordain'd.'- 


But ſtay : che Deift here-will urge anew, cite f 
No Supernatural Worſhip 6an be True: 
Becauſe a pereral Law is that alone 


Which muſt to ab, and'\every where be known: © | 1 
A Style {6 lirge as not tz Book can chiny* 

Nor ought thae bears revea? 4 Religions Name, |- ' | 
Tis ſaid the {Gund of a Megrab's Birch - ©4 (114 

Is gone through all: the habitable Earth: 

Bur ſtill that Text' muſt beconfired alone 

To what was Then inhabited; arid known: 
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Eat Relgio Laici. 
2 And what Proviſion cou'd from thence accrue . 
To Indian Souls; and Worlds diſcover'd New ? 

In other parts 1r helps, that Ages paſt, 

The Scripturcs there\were known, and wetc inthirac't, 


Till Sin ſpread once againthe Shades of Night: 
What's that co theſe whonever ſaw theLight ? 


he objeti» Of all Objetions this indecd is chief 
To ſtartle Reaſon, \ſtagger, frail-Belic; 


We grant, 'tis true, that Heav'n from humane Senfc 
Has hid the ſeefct.paths ot Providence 5 | - 
But boundleſs Wiſedow, bracndleſs Mercy, may. 

Find cy'n for thoſe bermiddred Souls, a way ; 

If from his Natare Foes: may Pity claus - 

Much morc.may $truagers who necr hcaxd his Name. 
And though no 'Neme be for [Salvation known, 

But that of, lus, Ereraa/ Sprs alone ; 


Who 
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Religio Laici. 


Extend the Merits of that Son to Man ? 

Who knows:what Reaſons may his Mercy lead ; 
Or Ignorance invincible may plead ? 

Not onely Charity bids hope the beft, 

But more the great Apoſtle has cxpreſt : 

That, if the Gentiles, (whom no Law infſpir'd;) 
By Nature did what was by Law requir'd; 

They, who the written Rule had never known, 

Were to themſelves both Rule and Law alone : 

To Natwes plain indictment theyſhall plead ; - 
And, by their Conſcience, be condemn'd or freed. 
Moſt righteous Doom!- becauſe a Rule reveal 'd. 
Is none to Thoſe, from whom i was conceal{'d. 


Then thaſe who follow'd Reeſors Dictaxes right ; 


Liv'd up, and hfte&high their Natural Light ; 
With Socrates may- fre their Maker's Face, 
Whulc Thoufand Rubrick-Martyrs want a place... 


” 


C7 
Who knows how far tranſcending Goodneſs can 


C 3 Nor 


Li be Nl vois . 


Nor does it bault my C | Charity, whad - 
Th' Zgyprian Biſhop of another mind : 
For, though his Creed Frernal Truth contains, 
Tis hard for Man todoom to enilleſs pains 
Alt who believ'& nor all, - his Zeal-requir'd ; 
Unleſs he firſt cou'd prove hewas infpir'd. 
Then lct us cither think he micant to ſay 
This Faith, where publiſb'd, wis the oncly way ; 
Or elſc conclude that, 4riws'to contute, - 
The good old Man, roo rager in diſpute, 
Flew high ; and as his Chien Futy roſe 
Danin'd:all for Herovicks who-durlt oppoſe. . 


» Thus fat my Charity this pathhascry'd; . 
' (A much unskilfall; but well meanmg guide: ) 
' Yer whatthey are&v'n theſe:crudethoughts were bred 
By rcading that, which berter rhou haſt read. 
- Thy 


Thy Matchlcſs Author's work: which thou,myFricad, 
By well cranflatingberer doſt commend: 
Thoſe yourhfull hours which, of thy Equals moſt | 
In Toys have ſquander, or un Vice have /oft, 
Thoſc hours haſt thqu to Nobler uſe employ'd.; 
And the ſevere Delights of Truth eajoy'd. 
Wieneſs this weighty Book, in which appears 
The crabbed Tail af many thoughttull years, 
Spent by thy Authour; inthe Sulting Cage 
Of Rabbins old Sophiſticated Ware 
From Gold Dwvine; which he.who well. can.ſort © 
May afterwards make Algebra a Sport. 

A Treaſure, which if Country-C urates buy, | 
They Funizs, and Treme#ius may defy : 
Save pains in various, reacungs, and TrayYations 
And without Hebrew make maoſt Icatn'd quotations. 
A Work ſo full with yarious Learning fraught, 
So nicely pondred, yet ſo ſtrongly wrought, 

As 


A - . Y . 
. 
. . 
= 
* 
F 


T73% = 


—_ 
Wy 
"PP - 1 es 
® # 
CY 
. 


” 


© 
_ As. Natures height ad: Arcs laſt hand requir'd : 
As much as Man cou'd compab, uninſpir'd. | 
Where we may ſec what Errours have been. made 
Both in the Copiers and Tranſlaters Trade : 

How Jewiſh, Popiſb, Intereſts have. prevail'd, 

And where Infalibility has fail d. 


For ſome,” who haye his ſecret meaning ghes'd, 
Have found our Authour not too much a Prieft : 
For Faſbion-ſake he ſeems to have recourſe 
To Pope, and Councils,” and Traditions force : | 
Bur he that o/d Traditions cou'd ſubdue, 

4 Cou'd not but find the weakneſs of the New : 
| | 3 It Scripture, though deriv'd from heav'nly birth, 
W / Has been but carcleſly preſcrv'd on Earth ; 
 f If God's own People, who of God beforc 
Knew what we know, and had been promis'd more, 


In 
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In fuller Terms"6f hoops, nn 2d 1; 107 
And who did neither Time, nor Stidy Tpare © 
To keep this Book wrtainted, unperplee; W 
Let in groſs Frrowrs'to'cortupe the Text : 

Omuted paragraphs, embroyl'd the Senſe ; 

With vain Traditions Ropethe gaping Fence; © '! 
Which every common hand pull'd up with eaſe : © 
What Safety from ſuch bruſhwood-helps as theſe > 
If written words from time are nocſecur'd; || 
How can we think have oral Sounds endur'd? 
Which thus trariſmitred) if ove Mouth has: fail'd,” 
Immortal Lyes on Ages ateintail'd: | 011 
And that ſome ſuch have been, isprov'd roo'plain3' - 
If we con(ider Interefty” Chigeh,) andiGain; + 1 i! il 17 
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Oh but ſays one, Tradition ſer aſide; / 
Where can we hopefor'an wnewig Giid ? 
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Or Chriſtian ena" pI 
Or Truth in Churcbs ag mult. be.found,.... 
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Such an Hs, We with induc ail 
'Twere-warth Beth Teflamipts, and calt in the Creed'337 
But if ::4y5,/Mathes be\a Gaid forfuregot 1” 15G, 
As can all doufy, refulugs all nuth fearoes\ | 
Then her«Iyfabibidiry,, av welt 317 1 ot! 
Where Copies ate <atrupes. or fame, can tellg.; 11"v 
Reſtore loft Canon with'as lictle pains, | 
As truly fxpicete what {tall remains ; t 16els bot ! 
Which yet no-Gapicitdare:prerexid rodor; Ya 
Unleſs like Eſdras, they cou'd write it. new + 
« +, {range Confidence; Qll-$0 t#nterpret; xxue, 

Yet not be ſure that all they -haye explain'd,.. 
Is in the bleſt Original contain'd, 


v1 


 More-Safs,- and much.morg-modalt_'us, Oe 
| God wou'd not leave Maine without @ waſj's | 
AEGIS A OERaaFs 07"! 
Free from Corrupuon; AF A Wu WO! 
Are uncorrupt, ſufficient, Elcar, intire,: 1 -:1-*; + 
In al things whichour necdfull Faith require. 
If others m the ſame Glaſs better ſee ; ;, | | 
Tis for Themſelves they look; but nottor ane 211, 1 |, 
For M 7 Salvation ruſt xs:Doom: reccrue cit 2 | 
Not from what OT HE RS," Vnigine I bchicye. 
; Dig 4 vil is S764 1Li6et 26T 

Mult al 1 Tradition then be fe LA Ne 'n erp 
This to affirm were Ignorance, ot: Pride. + + -. by Father 
Are there: noe many: points,: fome-needtall ſure... / 
To faving Faith, cha Scripture leayes obſcure ? 
Which every Sect will wreſta ſeveral way 
(- For what oze Sect Interprets, all Sets may : ) 
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That Chrift is: 60D; the-bold Socinian * ot 
- From: the ſame Soripture-uvges he's bur MA Ne | 

Now whar Appcal canend ch' important Suit ; 

Both parts talk loudly; bur the Rule is mute 2 


Shall I ſpeak plam; and.in a Nation free 
Aſſumean honeſt Layman's Liberty * 
I think (according)e6/my little Skill,). 
To my own Moth=r-Church ſubmicung till.) 
That many have been ſay'd, and'many may, 
Who never hcard this Queſtion brought in play. 
 Thiznletter d Chriftian, who believes in groſs, 
| Plodson to Heawen ; and nc'er 18 at a loſs: 
For the Streight-gate wou'd be maile ftreighter yet, 
Were none admuttcd there but men of Wie. 
' The few, by Nature form'd, with Learning fraught, 
Born to inſtruct, as others tobe taught, 
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Muſt Study well the'Satred Page; and fee 
Which Dodtrine, this, orthat; does beſt agree” / 
With thewhole Tenourof the Work Divine: ' 
And plainlyeſt points to Heaven's reveal'd Deſtgn: 
Which Expoſition flows from genuine Senſe; - 
And which is forc'd by Wit and Eloquence. 
Not that Traditions parts arcuſcle here: 
When general, old, diſintereff'd and clear : 
That Ancient Fathers thus'expound the Page,, 
Gives Truth the reverend Majeſty of Aye : 
Confirms its force, by biding every Teft , 
For beſt Authority's next Rules arc beſt. 
And ſtill the nearer to the Spring we go 
More limpid, more unſoyl'd the Waters flow.. 
Thus, ft Traditions were a proof alone ; 
Cou'd we be certain ſuch. they were, fo known : 
But {ance ſome Flaws in long deſcent may be, 
They make not Truth but Probability. 

| Eves: 
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Even Arius and Pelaginsdurſt provoke -|  - |) 
To what the Cextaries preceding ſpoke-1 1! 1! ("17 
Such difference'is, there ian ofeold. Tale; : 1'11 77 
But Truth by its own Sineq+ will prevail. |}... {./. 
Tradition written.therefoxe more,commiRayls | (11! 
Authority, than-what' from Foice deſcends: ! 7 |; !. 
And this, as perfect as ty kind;cambe,: 1; 2111 11/4 
Rouls dow $6us the Saqrdd (Hiſtoryh,- 7 1:21 77 
Which, from the Univerſel'Churth recers'd, /. : : 
Is try'd, and after, tors tf bohcy'd:: «in 


The See The partial Papiſts wou'd infer from hence 
Their Chureh, in laſt refort,- ſhou'd Judge the Senſe. 
aſe 1% But firſt they wou/d aſſume, with wondrous Art, 
Themſelves, to be the whole, who arc but part 
Of that.vaſt Frame, the Church; . yet grantehey were 
The handers down, can they from thence inter 
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Religia "Latch, 23: 
A rightt' interpree2+ or-wou'd they/alone - +11 {1/1 117! 
Who brought the Preſent, clairair for theit own? +! ( 
The Book's a. Common Largeſs to Mankind ; 
Not more for them, \chan-every Man delign'd.: 
The welcome News 19 the Letter found; 
The Camier's. not Commuſlon'd td expound. 1 
It ſpeaks it Self,' and what it doces:contain, | 
Inall things needfull to;be/rown, is plain. ' 
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In times o'crgrown with Ruſt and [gnarance, - 
A gainfull Tradetherr Clergy did:atlyance:: | 
When want of Leartung kepethe Doymerlowil7 1 
And none but Priefts were. Authoriz'd = bnow : | 
When whatemall Knowledge wagintherdiddwell;: 
And he a God who cou'd but Reade or Spelt; 
Then Mother Church did mightily prevail :.) | 
She parcel'd our:the Bible by.reraid:.. 1: 111 7 
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Bur ſtill expounded what She /o/d or gave, 

To keepitin her Power to Damn and Save : 

Scripture was ſcarce, and as the Market went, 

Poor Laymen took Salvation on Content , © 

As needy men take Money, good or bad : 

God's Word. they had nor, butthe Priefts they had. - - 

Yer, whatc'cr falſe'Comeyances they made, 

The Layer (till was certain to be paid. 

In thoſe dark times they learn'd their knack ſo well, 

That by long uſe they grew Infallible : 

Aclaſt, a knowing Age began renquire 

If they the Book, or That did theminſpire': 

And, making narrower ſcarch they found, tho late, 

That what they thought the Prieft's, was 7 heir Eſtate : 

Taught by the Wil produc'd, ( the written Word ) 

How long they had been cheated on Recerd. 

Then, every man whoſaw the Title fair, 

Claim'd a Child's part, and put in for a Share: 
Conſulted 
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Conſudra Sobbriy: bas qrivace: good a=" D119» Gault 
And faydhimflt a chimpase'crhe coud. | 
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| "Tisrrugy-my Prichd, (ant far be Flattcty henks) 
This good had full as bada Conſequenee: 


| The Book thus'/pot 'nievery Trailgat; kind, 

Which cathprefuny'&he beſt cow/d underſtand, 

The Comwne' Rule was-wide the'conmiter Prey;'-- * 

And ar the mercy of rhe, Redble lay. - $0 \ 

[ The tender Page with horhey Fiſtswas giil'd ; 

| Andhe was gifted: mold tharloudeſtbaul'd: - 4 © + 

The Spirit gave the Dofloral Depree : 

| And every memherof aCompany £ 

Was of his Trade, andof-the Bible free. 

Plain Truths enough for needfull ſe they four ; 

But men wou'd ſtill be ieching roexporand : 

Each was ambitious of th obſcureſt place, 

No meaſure ta'n from Anowledge, all from G R ACE. a 
E Study. 
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Study and Pains were now no moretheir Care ; - 
Texts were explain'd by Fefting, and by Prayer : 
This was the Fruic the private Spirit brought ; 
Occalion'd by great Zeal, and little Thought. 
While Crouds unlearn'd, with rude Devotion warm, 
Abour the Sacred Viands buz and fwarm, 
The Fly-blown' Text creates a crawling Brood , 
And turns to. Meggors what was mcant for Food. 
A Theuſand daily Sefts riſe up, and dye , 
A Thouſand more the periſb'd Race Jupphy : 
So all we make of Heayens diſcoyer'd Will 
[| k, not to have it, ,or to uſe it 1l.. 1 
Fl The Danger's much the ſame z on ſeveral Shelves 
[1 | It others wreck ws, or we wreck our ſebves. 
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| What then remains, but, waving cach Extreme; 
; The Tides of Ignorance, .and Pride to ſtem ? 


Neither 


Neither fo rich a Treaſure to forgo ; = 
Nor proudly ſeck beyond our pow'r to know: | 2 
Faith is not built on difquiſitions vain ; 

The things we muſt beliove, are few, and plain: 
Bur ſince men will belicve more than they need ; 
And every man will make himſelf a Creed : 

In doubefull queſtions 'us the fafclt way... 
To learn what unſuſpeted Ancients ſay : 

For *tis not likely we ſhou'd higher Soar 

In ſearch of Heay'n, than all the Church before : 
Nor can we bedeceiv'd, unlcfs we fee 

The Sc ripture, and the Fathers diſagree. 

If after all, they ſtand ſuſpected ſtill,  -- 

( For no man's Faith depends upon his Will; ) 
'Tis ſome Relict, thar points not clearly known, | 
Without much hazard may be let alone : ws 
; And, after hearing what our Church can ſay, $4 
It ſtall our Reaſon runs another way, 
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Thuchabe brat hwy ovnOinibes cle: 
Yer neither Praiſe expett;” nov Cenſtice/fear t- 
And this unpoliſi'd, 'aggct: Verſe, þ thoſe; 
or, while from Sarret. Trurh Idomorfwerve, 


Tom Sternbold's; Gr Tam: Sha+ It's Rhimis will ſerve. 
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